Water System

The City of Gonzales derives its water supply from
ground-water sources within the Salinas Valley groundwater
basin. About 530,000 acre-feet of water per year are pumped
from the Salinas Valley groundwater basin, 95% of which is
used for irrigated agriculture. The remaining 5% are used for
municipal and industrial purposes, serving a population of
approximately 150,000 people. The city currently operates
4 deep-water wells located throughout the city. After the
water comes out of these wells, we treat it with chlorine for
disinfection to protect against microbial contaminants.
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System Improvement

To meet the needs of our customers the City of Gonzales
is continually developing and improving our water system.
There are 7 million gallons of storage capacity. Gonzales
now has computer controlled pumps to better monitor their
system operations. Well 7 replaces Well No. 3 at 201 C St.
and should come online fall 2018.

Water Quality - A National Priority

The safety of public water
supplies has received much
attention in recent years.
The City of Gonzales custo-
mers should know that our
water supply is saf and meets
all drinking water standards.
Gonzales drinking water
comes from groundwater.
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in
drinking water than the general population. Immuno-com-
promised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing
chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system
disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk
from infections. These people should seek the advice about
drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/ CDC
guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection
by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are
available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline
(1-800-426-4791).

Contaminants that may be present in source water before
we treat it include:

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which
may come from septic systems, agricultural livestock
operations and wildlife.

Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which
can be naturally occurring or result from storm water runoff,
industrial or domestic wastewater discharges or farming.

Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety
of sources such as agricultural and residential uses.

Organic chemical contaminants including synthetic and
volatile organic chemicals that are byproducts of industrial
processes and petroleum production, and can also come
from gas station, urban runoff, and septic systems.

Radioactive contaminants, which are naturally occurring.

California drinking water regulations require that water
delivered by public water systems be, at all times, pure,
wholesome and potable, as required by the federal and
state Safe Drinking Water Acts. To accomplish this mandate,
domestic water must meet strict standards, as provided
in the California Domestic Water Quality and Monitoring
Regulations.

This regulation includes primary and secondary maxi-
mum contaminant levels (MCL) and monitoring frequencie
for specified microbiological, chemical and radionuclide
contaminants. Primarycontaminantsarethose, whichmayhave
an adverse health effect. Secondary contaminants are those,
which may adversely affect the aesthetic quality of the drinking
water. The regulation includes the provisions adopted by the
federal Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974. The state has direct
enforcement responsibility for all public water systems with
200 or more service connections.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) establishes
monitoring requirements and maximum contaminant levels.
As the EPA develops new standards, California will amend
state regulations, which establish water quality requirements
for local water supplies. This report includes the respective
public health goal (PHG), or the federal maximum contam-
inant level goal (MCLG) for chemicals that do not yet have
a PHG.

Water Quality Data

The following table on the back lists water contaminants
detected during the 2017 calendar year. In order to ensure
that tap water is safe to drink, the California State Water
Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking Water
prescribesregulations, which limit the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided by public water systems.
We treat our water according to the Board’s regulations. The
California Department of Public Health’s Food and Drug
Branch regulations establish limits for contaminants in
bottled water, which must provide the same protection for
the public. Drinking water, including bottled water, may
reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of
some contaminants.

The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate
that water poses a health risk. More information about
contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by
calling the USEPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-
4791). The presence of these contaminants in the water does
not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk.
Unless otherwise noted, the data presented in this table
is from testing done January 1-December 31, 2017. The
State requires us to monitor for certain contaminants less
than once per year because the concentrations of these
contaminants are not expected to vary significantly from year
to year. Some of the data, though representative of the water
quality, is more than a year old.

“Our water system failed the drinking water standard for total
coliform during August 2017 due to improper disinfection.
We have adopted improved disinfection procedures to
ensure that this will not occur again. Coliforms are bacteria
that are naturally present in the environment and are used as
an indicator that other potentially-harmful bacteria may be
present. Coliforms were found in more samples than allowed
and this was a warning of potential problems.”

Level 1 Assessment Requirement
NOT due to an E. coli MCL Violation

Coliforms are bacteria that are naturally present in the
environment and are used as an indicator that other,
potentially harmful, waterborne pathogens may be present
or that a potential pathway exists through which
contamination may enter the drinking water distribution
system. We found coliforms indicating the need to look for
potential problems in water treatment or distribution.
When this occurs, we are required to conduct assessment(s)
to identify problems and to correct any problems that were
found during these assessments.

During the past year we were required to conduct a single
Level 1 assessment. One (1) Level 1 assessment was com-
pleted. In addition, we were required to take corrective ac-
tion, by repair and disinfection of Well No. 5. All repairs and
disinfection were completed.

Definitions

+ Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The highest level of a
contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. Primary MCLs
are set as close to the PHGs (or MCLGs) as is economically
and technologically feasible. Secondary MCLs are set to
protect the odor, taste, and appearance of drinking water.

+ Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): The level
of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no
known or expected risk to health. MCLGs are set by the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

* Public Health Goal (PHG): The level of a contaminant
in drinking water below which there is no know or expected
risk to health. PHGs are set by the California Environmental
Protection Agency.

« Primary Drinking Water Standard (PDWS): MCLs and
MRDLs for contaminants that affect health along with
their monitoring and reporting requirements, and water
treatment requirements.

+ Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): The
highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.
There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfec-
tant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.

+ Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG):
The level of a drinking water disinfectant below
which there is no known or expected risk to health.
MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of
disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.

+ Regulatory Action Level: The concentration of a con-
taminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other
requirements that a water system must follow.

« Treatment Technique (TT): A required process intended
to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health prob-
lems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead
in drinking water is primarily from materials and components
associated with service lines and home plumbing. City of
Gonzales is responsible for providing high quality drinking water,

but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing
components. When your water has been sitting for several hours,
you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your
tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or
cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may
wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking
water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize expo-
sure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://

www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Source Water Protection Tips for Consumers

Protection of drinking water is everyone’s responsibility. You
can help protect your community’s drinking water source in
several ways:

» Eliminate excess use of lawn and garden fertilizers and
pesticides — they contain hazardous chemicals that can
reach your drinking water source.

» Pick up after your pets.

» Dispose of chemicals properly; take used motor oil to a
recycling center.

+ Volunteer in your community. Gonzales has several cleanup
events that are listed on the community calendar. These
prevent pollution of groundwater. (www.ci.gonzales.ca.us/
calendar.php)

Water Conservation Tips for Consumers

Did you know that the average U.S. household uses approx-
imately 100 gallons per person per day? Luckily, there are
many low-cost and no-cost ways to conserve water. Small
changes can make a big difference — try one today and soon
it will become second nature..

« Take short showers —a 5 minutes shower uses 4 to 5 gallons
of water compared to up to 50 gallons for a bath.

+ Shut off water while brushing your teeth, washing your hair
and shaving and save up to 500 gallons a month.

« Install water-efficient showerheads. They are inexpensive,
easy to install, and can save you up to 750 gallons a month.

* Run your clothes washer and dishwasher only when they
are full. You can save up to 1,000 gallons a month.

« Water plants only when necessary.

» Fix leaking toilets and faucets. To check your toilet for a
leak, place a few drops of food coloring in the tank and
wait. If it seeps into the toilet bowl without flushing, you
have a leak. Fixing it or replacing it with a new, more ef-
ficient model can save up to 1,000 gallons a month.

» Adjust sprinklers so only your lawn is watered. Apply
water only as fast as the soil can absorb it and during
the cooler parts of the day to reduce evaporation.
Gonzales has only two days a week permitted for
outdoor irrigation, Wednesdays and Sundays.

« Teach your kids about water conservation to ensure a
future generation that uses water wisely. Make it a family
effort to reduce next month’s water bill!

Contact city staff at (831) 675-5000 with any questions on
the water supply.

Visit www.epa.gov/watersense for more information.
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Este informe contiene informacién muy importante sobre
su agua de beber. Tradizcalo é hable con alguien que lo

entienda bien.

Dear Gonzales Resident:

The City of Gonzales is committed to providing a safe, reliable
supply of excellent quality drinking water that meets Federal

and State regulations. This brochure is a snapshot of the quality
of water that we provided in 2017. Included are the details
about where your water comes from, what it contains and how

it compares to State standards. We are committed to providing
you with information because informed customers are the best
allies. The City encourages public interest and participation in
decisions affecting the community’s drinking water supply. Our

City Council meets at 6:00 P.M. on the first and third Monday of
each month at 117 Fourth Street in the City Council Chambers.

The City of Gonzales will take any steps necessary to ensure that
your water will continue to meet safe drinking water standards.

Sincerely,

ractices.
ou

a mandated public information service legislated to kee

unitive action, nor is it indicative of any violation of treatment
informed each year of the facts about your drinking water.

René L. Mendez

City Manager

The California State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking
Water, requires water agencies to annually notify their customers of the
constituents or elements in their drinking water. _This is not the result of

t is strictl

"0005-629 (1.€8) 1€ lleH AnQ sajezuog Buijieo Aq pauiejqo aq ueo (saidoo jeuonippe pue) Jodal siy} JO JUSjUOD By} JNOJe UOKEWIOJUI [euolIpPY

siajowo.OIW 0 uey) Joyeald yjbus| Jaqy e yum ‘1o Jod siaqi4 uolin 14N

(109) joreT JuElOBUISIQ [ENpIsay WnwIXe (D)1adIN
[209 WeaH 2liand :OHd
|oAST JuBUIWEUOD WNWIXE 1IN

JaquinN 10pQ PlOYsaIYL NOL

(uonelpe. Jo aunsesw e) Ja}| Joad saund 0214 :|/19d
syun Aupigun | oujewos|ydeN :NLN

191 Jad swelbijjiw Jo uoljjiw Jad sped wdd

19y Jad sweiBololw Jo u
ywi) Bunsey Je o|qejosle JON ‘AN

Jad sped :qdd

9|qeolddy JON :W/N

a|qe] o] Aay

9 IIOM 10§ #LOZ G PUE & SIIOM 40} GLOZ Ul ouop SisAleuy v
/102 Ul paJojuow wajsAs uopnquisip ayj uj 4oddoD 9 PESTu.. LLOZ POISO) SIIBM IIYxx POIOU 8SIMIBYJO SSOIUN GLOZ UI 9 IIOM ‘LLOZ U! PAISO) G 9 b SIIOM «

saAnensasald poom wouy bulyoes| ‘sysodap [einjeu

0 UoISoJo ‘swaysAs Buiqund Jajem plOYaSNOY JO UOISOLIOD [BUIBYU| 00€ 00€} qdd 0 sek L 4oddog
sjisodap [enjeu Jo UOISOId ‘S1aINjOejNUELU [ELISNPUI WO} i dd oo
sabieyosip ‘swajsAs Buiqunid Jsjem pjoyasnoy JO UOISO.LI0D [euldlu| co st a 0 an L pes
av) v jone pa309]109
JueUIWEUO) JO 324nOg [edidA) 9Hd 19A97 spun Buipasoxg a|pusdIad . 06 so|dweg »+d3dd0OD ANV aval
uonoy SaNS IO # i w 0#
qosey o sey . . .
uswieal) Joj Pappe JUBjORjUISIP Jayem BuryuL wdd - aulo| enpisa
3 1231} JO} POPPE JUBOBJUISIP JB) Nulag o1aun QauN €¥'L—-00 ve0 N HO|YD [enpisay
. saueyjawoleyu |
uoljeuo|ys Jayem Buryuup jo jonpoud-Ag VN 08 qdd an €l N 1ej0] — SWHLL
uoioayuIsIp Jajem Buiuup Jo Jonpoid-Akg VIN 09 qdd an aN N SPIOY 9190e0jeH
SIvNAIS3y LNV.LOIJNISIA ANV S1ONAOo¥UdAd NOILDIANISIA
“J8jem jo dislsjoRIeyd JusIayu| VIN VIN sHun LL-VL 9/ N Hd
‘uoj|eb/sulelb 386 0y | "/ | Aq siequinu asay} apiAiqQ R
"JoJem 90epNS pue punolb ul punoy Ajjesauss) VIN VN wdd €9z - 8.4 Ele N SSSUpIEH
90USN|JUI IS}JEMESS ‘J9JEM 90BLINS PUE punolb ul punoj A|[eiauss) V/N V/N wdd 09-22 o¢ N wnipos
«Sjusnisuoy Jayo
Jouni jlog VIN S NN 6'G—G00 (x4 N Aypigin
9oUaN|ul Ja)eMeas ‘sjisodap [eJnjeu woly Buiyoes| ouny V/IN 000°) wdd GOS — 8z¢ 607 N SPI|0S PaAIOSSIQ [BI0 L
S8)Sem |eujsnpul ”m:wonmn |ednjeu wody m:__._omw_\tO::N_ VY/N 009 wdd 1€l -08 201 N alejing
90UaN|ul 18)em eas ‘sysodep [einjeu Wo) Jeuy} SeoUBISqNS V/IN 009°) wo/oywin 728787 665 N 90UEJONPUOY d10ads
S[euayew dluebio BunInNdo0-A|[einyeN V/IN € NOL ) ) N ploysaiy1—Iopo
sysodap [einjeu wouy buiyoea Y/N 0S qdd 0z - 02> 0z N asauebuely
sajsem [elisnpul ‘s)isodap [einjeu woly Buiyoes V/N 00€ qdd 00l — 0E> 43 N uol|
s|eusjew oiuebio buuindso-AjjeinjeN V/N Gl spun -2 [4 N 10|00
@ouanjjul Jajem eas ‘sjisodap [einjeu wolj Buiyoes|youny V/N 00S wdd 29-6Gl 1€ N apuUolyD
SAYUVANVLS JILIHLISIV - ».SAUYVANVLS AMVANOIIS
sjisodap [elnjeu Jo uoisols ‘obemas wdd . K (N s&) orea
pue syue)} ondas woJy Buiyoes) ‘asn Jazijiuay wouy Buiyoes| pue youny ol ol 02-10 Le N «N 1ENIN
S)isodap [elnjeu Jo UOISOId ‘Saly|ioe) Buunjoejnuew
a|11xa) pue ‘uononpouid Alojoeljal ‘SISBYIUAS [eoIWwaYD ‘uoleAlasaid 20 ol qdd 1'€—-872 o€ N wniwoly jus|eAexsH
poom ‘salisuue) Jayjes| ‘sauojoe) bune|donosie wouy sbieyossig
SeHODE} ol 0z wdd | $20-540 0z'0 N apuoni
winuiwnje pue Jazi|iua) woly wmhmcow_ﬁ ”m:moawﬁ |eJnjeu JO uoisot3 ’
LSjueujwejuo) suebiou|
sysodep [einjeu Jo uoisoig | VIN [ Sl [ mod | ¥.-82 | 98°¢ N [ v Aoy eydly ssoig
SjueulWEUOD 3AldEOIPEY
abuey «Ppajoaleq N/A
uoneulWEUO) JO 324n0g Ay 9Hd 10N spun unsey jere eny UOHEIOIA jueujwejuo)
s1SEM 208} [ELWIUE PUB UBWINH 0 0 0 N (oimaj wiogjo [e301 pasinay \_w_.%%m.um
S)sem [eod) [ewiue pue uewnH 0 0 0 N __oo«wm_m%:pom\%m_n%h_m%mm
(ainy wuopo) (3oL o1ejS)
JUSWIUOIIAUT BU) Ul Juasald AjleinjeN 0 yjuow/ | < % YA euaIORg WIOMIOD (8101
sjueulwejuo? [e3160]01qoIdIN
uoneulWEUO) JO 924n0g Ay 9Hd 10N suolosieq N/A jueulwejuo)
T i 40 "oN 3saybiy uonejoin :

SAYVANVYLS d31V13Y HLIVIH d31VANVIN — SQYVANVLS AYVININd

L10Z ¥V3A 3HL 04 Viva ALIMVNO ¥3LVM 40 AYVININNS




